THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
Soviet Communism: a New Civilisation? from Moscow
Daify News, December, 1934):
"We were faced with a dilemma; either to begin by
teaching people in technical schools, and to postpone
for ten years the production and mass exploitation of
machines, while technically literate cadres would be
trained in schools; or to proceed immediately with the
creation of machines and to develop their mass
exploitation in the national economy, so as to teach
people technique [and] prepare cadres in the very
process of production and exploitation of machines.
We chose the second course. We openly and deliber-
ately agreed to the inevitable costs and extra ex-
penditures involved in the shortage of technically
prepared people capable of handling machines, Txue,
no small number of machines were smashed during
this time. But to make up for this we have gained what
is most precious, time . . . and have created what is
most valuable in economy, cadres. . . . What was
accomplished in Europe in the course of decades, we
succeeded in accomplishing, roughly and in the main,
in the course of three to four years, . . . Men must be
grown, as carefully and attentively as a gardener grows
his favourite fruit tree/*
A young lecturer in bio-chemistry in Moscow
explained to me the Udamik stage and its essential